HARRIMAiN AND HILL                9S

votes were cast collectively by the firm that had
originally placed the stock m Holland, Boissevain
Brothei s One member of this firm came on a visit
to America Harnman met him, gamed his confi-
dence, and then arranged to hold his proxies in the
Illinois Central meetings Soon afterwards Karri-
man was elected a director and became the close
associate of Stuy vesant Fish in the actual operation
and control of the road

No two men could have been more dissimilar in
personality and bearing than these two Harri-
man was small, quiet, restless, and secretive, Pish
was a big, open-faced, easy-mannered young man,
whose blond hair and great stature had earned for
him in the financial district the name of "White
Elephant " For a time, however, the two men
worked together in harmony They bought a por-
tion of the old Wabash, St Louis and Pacific after
its failure m 1884, in 1887 they bought the Du-
buque and Sioux City Railroad, in the early nine-
ties they bought (much against the will of Collis P.
Huntmgton) the chain of roads with which Hunt-
ington had planned to hitch his Southern Pacific
system to the Atlantic seaboard, they bought an
important section of the St Louis, Alton and Terre
Haute, which George Foster Peabody had been